
Holt WI 

 
Holt ladies kicked off the New Year in competitive mood. Aiming to clear away the 

over-eating and over-indulging cobwebs, we launched the Indoor Olympics. The 

crowd was hushed with expectation as numerous champions appeared on the scene: 

bendy dominoes clacked, skittles crashed, quoits clanged, socks plopped into the 

bucket. Medals were awarded; Stinky Pig waited patiently in case there was a need 

for a tie break and Eileen Homer finally emerged as Victrix Ludorum, suitably 

bedecked with 4 gold (chocolate) medals!  

 

2019 is Holt WI’s centenary, which is to say that within four years of the WI 

movement starting, Holt had established its own group. With a gap of only 2 years 

during the war, when coal rationing and other dutiful calls on people’s time caused a 

suspension of regular meetings, Holt has maintained its presence and watched as 

other local groups came and went.  Having survived something of a crisis in 

membership just over a year ago, the group has emerged smaller, but robust and 

busy.   

 

This year, in addition to our birthday celebrations in April (more of that next month) 

we are planning to continue with our educational outings, our regular coffee 

mornings and our charitable support for the Worcester Food Bank, ACWW 

(Associated Country Women of the World – a lobbying and educational fund-raising 

group) and other one off ventures.  This month we were collecting bras for a scheme 

which is supporting Breast Cancer Care. Considerable time and energy goes into 

keeping a tally of events, the most interesting of which has proved to be the 

scrapbooks, which always draw an audience when they are out on display. 

 

Hopefully, most readers will have made the time to visit the amazing display of 

Christmas trees in the cloisters of the Cathedral. We were proud to be part of the WI 

tree, with our bauble, designed and executed in white, green and purple by a very 

talented member of the group, in pride of place with many other beautiful examples. 

The creative and competitive edge will be up again in May, with the annual 

Shrawley Cup, a legacy event of the old Woodbury Group, held this year in 

Abberley. This competition mixes dexterity, physical skill and quizzing, with the 

teams kept in the dark about exactly what they will be doing, until the evening. In 

past years, we have found ourselves painting plates, playing netball, tackling royal 

quizzes, fighting with Furoshiki, naming flags, collecting clothes pegs in one hand, 

making collages out of rubbish, doing film quizzes, folding serviettes into swans etc 

etc. We don’t seem to win very often, but it is good fun nevertheless. 



 

This month we also vote for which Resolution we would like to be presented at the 

national AGM for adoption by the whole WI movement as its next campaign. As 

Tony Blair once discovered, and the Queen has always known, the WI has a large 

and powerful voice, which in recent years has been involved in the whole plastic 

waste debate, mental health issues, the loneliness agenda, action on dementia, the 

shortage of midwives, food labelling and many other issues which are now very 

much part of mainstream consciousness. This year, these are our choices: 

• Improving plant biodiversity in the UK 

• Trees – improving the natural landscape 

• Pelvic floor education 

• Suffering in silence; why we need to end the taboo around menstrual health 

• A call against the decline in local bus services 

• Don’t fear the smear 

 

Speakers we have lined up for later in the year include these tantalising titles:  

• How the Stage Coach transformed Lives  

• Great British Brands 

• A Life of Crime  

• Remembering the Swinging 60s  

• The Suffragettes and Votes for Women. 

 

Last year, we had an exceptionally diverse and fascinating series of talks. Perhaps 

the outstanding one was the wonderful “Pearl Lady”, but the Darjeeling train, 

Bredon Hill’s history, newspaper anecdotes and chocolate also kept us enthralled. 

There is something different on each month and we are always ready to welcome 

new members.  We meet on the first Thursday of the month (except May and 

August) at Holt Village Hall, 7 pm.  Why not join us? 


