
Holt WI 
Despite the daffodils being out, it was still cold and dark when we assembled in early March for our 

monthly meeting.  But plenty is being planned and we had a treat in store with a fascinating speaker, 

more of whom in due course.  This last month saw an impromptu “green” afternoon to replace the 

over-subscribed visit to the recycling plant, which has been rebooked; also the book group tackled 

Pat Barker’s The Silence of the Girls, which split the attendees exactly in half between those who 

raved about it and those who found it completely distasteful.  Perhaps Cloud Mountain by Aimee Liu 

will suffer the same fate. Also the lunch club is up and running again, testing out the Tap House in 

Hartlebury this month.   A canal trip, a theatre trip and the Shrawley Cup competition are now being 

planned, as well as the hanging of the centenary banner in the village hall. 

 

Our speaker this month was Georgia 

Jacobs, a retired geologist who works with 

the GeoHeritage Trust at the Abberley and 

Malvern Geopark, using her brief of 

educating local children to display detailed 

information via her second love, textile art.  

It proved to be a fascinating connection, as 

she informed us about 700 million years of 

local geological history through the most 

beautiful and clever panels. For example, a 

teaching quilt about the dinosaur extinction 

made use of painted silk and quilting, with 

illustrations taken from the internet and 

copied onto cotton via transfer paper. She showed the effects of vulcanism and plate tectonics with 

wet-felted and nuno-felted lava flow.  

Our local Geoparkway, all 109 miles of it, runs from 

Bridgnorth to Gloucester, via Abberley and the Malvern Hills. 

We have some of the oldest rocks in the country, dating 

back some 1000 million years in the Malvern Hills alone, 

which were once a string of volcanoes. Once upon a time, 

when Dudley was under a clear tropical sea, ammonites and 

trilobites held sway and Georgia showed us some amazing 

creations, using applique, organza layers burnt back with a 

heat gun or even a soldering iron to bring the creatures to 

life. Laughing at her own eccentricity, she entertained us 

with the methods used, salvaging any scrap of material, 

where even threads layered with PVA glue could be utilised 

and teased out with an embellisher, which  brought the 

multicoloured panels to life increasing their tactile nature. Brusho inks, shibori (tie-dye) and salting 

techniques were new to many of us. 

Amongst the most attractive hangings were those that Georgia had based on what you can see of 

thin sections of rock (taken from the serpentine rock of the Lizard peninsula in Cornwall) under a 

polarising microscope. The rainbow array of colours was startling and the quality of work humbling. 



Not every textile artist gives crocheted ammonites as gifts, or creates a vibrant ammonite undersea 

disco, just for fun. An hour was very little time to even begin to understand the techniques used or 

to appreciate the stunning creations on display, so we have decided to invite Georgia back for a 

workshop and to learn some of her techniques.  In the meantime, a good number of us will be 

tackling marbling using shaving foam and poster paint!  

                        

These two pictures give a tiny flavour of the wealth of creations that Georgia brought with her, the 

left-hand one illustrating layers of rock and sea, the right-hand one a quilted trilobite.  

This was a wonderful evening and one that would have been nice to share with more 

people. We are looking for new members and regular notices are placed in Holt Heath Post 

Office and outside the village hall to highlight events. We meet every month at 7 pm on the 

first Thursday. However, even if you are not interested in joining us, please make a note in 

your diary for the following event to which everyone is invited. 

Open Evening. Thursday June 4th.  Mary Quant – speaker and demonstrator Ruth Lowe.  

Entry £5, including wine and raffle. 

 


