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EDITORIAL POLICY  
The editor reserves the right to determine the publication of all submitted material 
and the right to edit as needed for the purposes of space etc. Contributors are asked 
to identify themselves at the time of submission. Their identity can be withheld from 
publication on request following consultation between the Editor and the PCC 
Chairman/his or her nominee. Opinions of individual writers are their own and not 
necessarily those of the editor or affiliated bodies or persons.  

This publication is not responsible for goods and services 
 advertised herein. 

 

Following the Announcement by the 
Prime Minister on Sunday May 10th the 

decision was taken not to produce a 
paper copy of the June Magazine. 

 
This decision is based largely on the fact 
that most of our Distributors are in the 
‘Over 70’ group and it is felt that they 

should not be asked to go out more than 
is necessary for each of them  with the 

’lockdown’ restrictions still in place 
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            A letter from the Vicar 
 

 At the moment if you are asked to write “something for the magazine” it’s difficult 

not to write about COVID19! The pandemic has become such an all consuming 

business for us. And it’s hard to imagine anyone for whom this isn’t the case. It 

already feels as though it has been like this “forever”. Something we can’t escape 

no matter how we try. That makes this a good moment to think about other 

people who have been going through equally hard times for much longer than we 

have.  

 

We have only been in lockdown since March 23rd- not yet 3 months. The war in 

Syria has been going on for 9 years. The people of the Crimea have been 

annexed and under Russian domination for 6 years. South Africa has been experiencing severe drought for 3 years 

Yet none of these things seems to have affected us much. Normally, we experience things in our own “bubble”, but 

we may not look far beyond it. We don’t necessarily think of Syrians, Ukrainians or South Africans as we go about 

our day. We may even think “they need to sort themselves out”- even though we know that we have little or no 

ability here, as individuals, to affect the national approach to our current crisis. 

Thinking beyond our own circumstances is now something we may be able to do more easily- relating with greater 

empathy to those people who have been suffering powerlessness, confusion, frustration, uncertainty and fear for 

long periods of time. 

Like you I expect, I have seen a good deal in the national press and on social media about how this current time will 

change us- a hope that we will come out of this awful experience with a greater sense of perspective, greater 

compassion, more gratitude for small things. 

I have seen a lot about prayer too- many more people are praying than normally do so, and huge numbers- far more 

than those who would normally attend public worship- are watching religious services online. 

 

I believe that learning to think beyond our own circumstances, imagining a more compassionate society, and trying 

to pray – or wrestling with what prayer might be about-are all tied up together. They all represent an attempt to 

expand our hearts and minds- because we all realise that, at the moment, we need to “step up” in a new way. And 

we need help- some would say a miracle, or divine intervention, to do that- because it doesn’t necessarily come to 

us easily to be unselfish, or to make real changes which inconvenience us but benefit others. 

I see small miracles of kindness, generosity, compassion, thankfulness and imagination every day- from people of 

every kind. And I’ve been so struck by the kindness and care shown in this community. But perhaps we all realise 

that we need a bigger change now. 

 

My prayer for us- not just here in Hallow, Holt and Grimley and Lower Broadheath, but for everyone in our nation, is 

that we will see further than the horizon of our own anxieties, that we will let our hearts grow softer, and that we 

will learn to pray (whatever prayer might mean for us) for insight into what we should really place value on, so that 

the world really does become a kinder place. 

Blessings 

Revd Kalantha 

 
BENEFICE RECORDS 
 

The funeral of IAN HOWELL was held at Grimley on April 15th 2020 

The funeral of PETER FOSTER was held at Hallow on May 5th 2020 

The funeral of DOROTHEA ESTHER BATES was head at Hallow on May 19th 2020 

 



If you have not seen our magazine before but would like to subscribe, please send an email to 

hallowpm@btinternet.com with details of your address.  

The subscription for the remainder of the year is £3.50 (5 x 70p) – we do not publish in August and December. Please 

also state whether you would like to receive your copy electronically or in the A4 paper format. Paper copies are 

normally delivered on the 1st or 2nd of each month. 

You will be advised by a return email on how to pay. 

 

If you usually have a paper copy delivered but would like to change to the electronic version, please send an email 

to hallowpm@btinternet.com  with details of your address so that we can adjust delivery instructions for our 

volunteers. 

 

If you like the occasional walk, please let us know if you would like to join the group of volunteers who distribute 

the magazine each month by sending an email to hallowpm@btinternet.com. 

If you normally have your copy posted to you and would like to change to the electronic format, please send an 

email to hallowpm@btinternet.com 

 

If you would like to contribute to  the magazine with an article, poem, recipe or, indeed, any other item, this can 

be done via email to hallowpm@btinternet.com, by post or by hand to the Editor’s address on Page 2  (there is no 

need to type the article! – hand written is fine)  In any event, please include your name so that credit can be given. 

Our Editorial Policy appears on Page 2. 

 

This edition is, by necessity somewhat different from usual as events which would normally be advertised and details 

of church services are not relevant at this point whilst we are all trying to  

STAY ALERT, CONTROL THE VIRUS AND SAVE LIVES. 

 
If you receive an email looking like this one DELETE IMMEDIATELY! – it’s a scam! 

 

GOV.UK  

 

 

HM Revenue & Customs 

 

HMRC contact information 
Dear TaxPayer , 

You are eligible to receive a refund of up to 425.58 GBP.   
We tried to send it to you automatically but were unable to do so as we don't have 
your Credit/Debit Card details on file 
Claim your tax 
Note: Complete carefully and ensure that everyt hing in correct so that we can refund 
you the amount in 4,5 working days. Thanks for your time 
HMRC Personal Tax Refund - Security Support 
Best Regards, 

Why you got this email 
You registered for a refund Government Gateway. 
From HMRC Government Gateway 

 

Issuing No.4142983-0282GB-GOV781 
Reference Customer/Tax/NO.IDsoofqrt/TAX935-UKGB116 
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DO YOU NEED HELP???  

 
DO YOU KNOW SOMEBODY WHO NEEDS HELP??? 
 
As the vicar for Hallow, Grimley, Holt and Lower Broadheath, I 
wanted to let you know that the church, together with small 
charities in Hallow and Holt, has some funds amounting to around 
£20,000 for the relief of need in our communities. 
 
If you become aware in the coming weeks of someone who is struggling to pay for food, meet 
their bills or maybe cover funeral expenses, we may be able to help. Please point them in my 
direction (rev.kalantha@gmail.com)  
 
It's wonderful to see so many people doing so much to support and look after one another- and 
great to be part of this community.  
 
Blessings 
Revd Kalantha 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Purr…Purr…
Purr 

Still Home with my Mum! 

The sunny weather was very nice. There were a few times when I had to 

abandon the lounge windowsill because I got too hot!  

Then the weather changed suddenly for a few days and I wanted the fire on! 

That didn’t happen so I staged a protest by having an ‘I’m not talking to you and 

not eating anything’ day. 

 

The desk has been full of bits of paper and I got a bit of a telling off for falling 

asleep on a bank statement that Mum was working on. I also messed up the 

laptop a bit by walking over the keyboard. Mum said I was very lucky that I 

didn’t step on anything that turned into something permanent. 

 

There hasn’t been much sport in the garden. The little woolly things in the field 

next door are getting quite big now. They are all nearly as big as their mums! 

I suspect it won’t be long before we start seeing squirrels pinching the baby 

walnuts off our tree. The garden is quite interesting at the moment – it’s a bit 

overgrown because Mum hasn’t been able to do much work in it. The other day I 

found another hedgehog asleep among the peonies – guess that might mean 

another tablet for fleas soon! I hope not though. 

I’ve recently found the most superb sleeping place – in the middle of my Mum’s 

bed. I didn’t used to like walking on the squashy quilt but now I think it’s lovely. 

It’s good for day as well as night when Mum’s asleep. I particularly like the 

evenings in there when the sun comes through the window right to my exact 

spot. 

Luv, 

Daisy 
No cats were harmed in the making of this paragraph and during this time of enforced inactivity, I 
have to say that Daisy and her engaging personality are a continuing joy for me – I haven’t yet seen 
any evidence of fleas from the above-mentioned hedgehog! Just as well since she’s taken to sleeping 
on my bed for the very first time in her life. 



HOLT PARISH COUNCIL 

CORONAVIRUS NOTICE  

HELP LINE 

If you are able to help your fellow 

parishioners, in any way in this time of crisis 

please telephone the following number. 
__________________________________________________ 

If you need any practical help or advice 

during this pandemic please telephone the 

following number. 
______________________________________________________ 

If you would like to have a friendly chat 

please telephone the following number. 
                     _______________________________________________________ 

(01905) 620666 

Line manned by Holt Parish Council volunteers 9.00am - 

6.00pm 

 



A Churchwarden’s musings……………….. 

This last month has been a mixture of highs and lows. 

Pete Foster’s passing following a long struggle, was a great loss to 

both Church and the wider community. Yet in his passing he was still 

able to witness to his faith. The route from home to the Church was 

lined with so many people. Kalantha added to the witness by walking 

the whole distance ahead of the hearse.  

We have also lost Dorothea, a long time member of the choir who will 

be well remembered by many. 

We have seen many new skills in technology acquired and used. We 

thank God for the development of the technology which is being used 

for good. 

The Hallow Church WhatsApp group set up by Paul Wilcox has proved a great base for daily news, teaching and 

concerns to be shared. If anyone wishes to join please contact Paul. 

The Sunday service and mid-week service headed by Kalantha but supported by others and seamlessly joined 

together by Tom has enabled us to continue our worship. We have also been able to take part in a virtual coffee 

morning! A big thank you to all who have contributed, either seen or unseen. 

It has been great to hear about the support given on a one to one basis by telephone during this difficult time. 

Finally, we know that the Food Bank is in desperate need. If you feel able to give to this cause the basket has now 

been moved to the porch of the Vicarage.  

Let us look forward to the time when we can all be together again. In the meantime, keep strong in your faith, keep 

safe. 

Brian 

 

 
 

FREE TO A GOOD 

HOME 

Elderly Flymo 

lawnmower 

Still in good 

working order but 

no longer needed 

for more details contact: 

Denise PollOck on 

01905 620080 

(will require collection – from Holt) 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=churchwarden+wand&id=312DFE4E1D39CF6622EABB5549E7C5451721AC29&FORM=IQFRBA


HALLOW NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN-MOVING TO REGULATION 14 AND 
PROTECTING OUR IMPORTANT HISTORICAL ASSETS FOR  FUTURE GENERATIONS 

At time of writing we are still experiencing government restrictions due to COVID 19, but we are hoping 
that in the near future Hallow Parish Council and the NDP Steering Group will be able to put a draft plan 
out for formal Regulation 14 consultation. We may not be able to leaflet drop the village about any 
consultation procedures or events due to COVID 19 restrictions.  So please: 

• Look for notices on the parish boards,  

• and our website: https://hallowndp.co.uk/ 

• Announcements will also be made on the Hallow Parish Council website:  
https://www.hallowpc.co.uk/ 

•  You may also contact Hazel direct on hazelkemshall@gmail.com and on 01905 641 632.   
Any Regulation 14 consultation will be compliant with the relevant COVID 19 restrictions or advice 
prevailing at the time. 
 

What are non-designated heritage assets? 

Non-designated heritage assets are buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas or landscapes identified by 

plan-making bodies as having a degree of heritage significance meriting consideration in planning decisions 

but which do not meet the criteria for designated heritage assets. 

A substantial majority of buildings have little or no heritage significance and thus do not constitute heritage 

assets. Only a minority have enough heritage significance to merit identification as non-designated heritage 

assets. 

Paragraph: 039 Reference ID: 18a-039-20190723 

Revision date: 23 07 2019 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment#non-designated 
 

 
Our Heritage Assets 
Hallow is very fortunate in having a number of important (and often quite lovely) heritage assets and 
buildings that are valued by the community.  At our public events people expressed both interest in and a 
fondness for, many of the buildings shown in our photo displays.  These buildings often have no statutory 
protection but they contribute strongly to the “look” of the village and to the sense of place, our quality of 
life, and to the long history of the village. Inclusion on the Malvern Hills District Council Local List provides 
a degree of protection for these assets and buildings.  
 
The following potential additions to the Local List are:  
 

❖ Walls and lodges of Parkfield  ❖ Heath Farmhouse and barns 
❖ Melbourne  ❖ Congregational Chapel  
❖ Gates to Green Park  ❖ Clematis Cottage 
❖ Hallow Mount  ❖ Dove Cottage  
❖ Shoulton Farm  ❖ Woodmanton Cottage 
❖ Shoulton House Farmhouse ❖ The Laurels  
❖ Archbell Cottages ❖ Greenhill farmhouse and barns 
❖ Hallow Mill ❖ Hop Pole Cottage   

 
 
Unlisted buildings of merit within the Conservation Area:               
Main Road                                                                                     Other Features 

Cedar House                                                                   The See-Saw 
The Pound House                                                           The Telephone Kiosk 
 

https://hallowndp.co.uk/
mailto:hazelkemshall@gmail.com
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment#non-designated


 
On Hallow Green  
❖ The Dower House ❖ Post Cottage 
❖ Barley Mow Cottages ❖ Elmley House 
❖ Maryland Cottages Note: There may be others worthy of Listing – this is not 

an exhaustive illustration 

 
As part of the Regulation 14 consultation on the HNDP, we would also welcome the nomination of other 
heritage assets for consideration and potential inclusion on the Local List.  Owners of these properties can 
also make representations and comment via Regulation 14.  The help of Hallow History Group in assisting 
with the compilation of this list and the supporting evidence is gratefully acknowledged. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Once added to the Local List development proposals affecting assets on the Local List and other non-
designated heritage assets will be assessed against Policy SWDP24 of South Worcestershire Plan (or its 
successor following the SWDP Review). 
Policy SWDP 24 states: 
 

A.  Development proposals affecting heritage assets will be considered in accordance with the Framework, 
relevant legislation and published national and local guidance. 

B.  Proposals likely to affect the significance of a heritage asset, including the contribution made by its 
setting, should be accompanied by a description of its significance in sufficient detail to allow the potential 

impacts to be adequately assessed. Where there is potential for heritage assets with archaeological 
interest to be affected, this description should be informed by available evidence, desk-based assessment 

and, where appropriate, field evaluation to establish the significance of known or potential heritage assets. 
C. The sympathetic and creative reuse and adaptation of historic buildings will be encouraged. Such 

proposals, and other proposals for enabling development that provide a sustainable future for heritage 
assets identified as at risk, will be considered in accordance with SWDP 24 A. 

D. Where a material change to a heritage asset has been agreed, recording and interpretation should be 
undertaken to document and understand the asset’s archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic 

significance. The scope of the recording should be proportionate to the asset’s significance and the impact 
of the development on the asset. The information and understanding gained should be made publicly 

available, as a minimum through the relevant Historic Environment Record and where appropriate at the 
asset itself through on-site interpretation. 

For further information on the Historic Environment Record for Hallow see document at: 
https://hallowndp.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Historic-search-Hallow-Final120619.pdf 
Or go to Hallow Neighbourhood Development Plan website and look under useful links and documents for 
Historic Search Hallow Final June 2019. 
Hazel Kemshall  hazelkemshall@gmail.com 01905 641 632 

 
 

Melbourne Villa - a Heritage Asset Example (provided by J. Hartwright) 

In the 19th century the Common and Waste lands in the Manor of Hallow were enclosed and this resulted in the 

gradual freeing up of land for housing development. Windmill Common was on the left of the main road leading from 

Worcester to Hallow and was just beyond the present day edge of the city.  In 1837 Melbourne was built by William 

Lamb a builder, as his home, on a plot of land originally part of Windmill Common.  

The villa has later additions and alterations to the left and right side and rear. 

                                                      

Left photograph - The main facade - Stucco over brick with hipped roof. Wide eaves. Two tall painted brick end stacks 
with pots. Timber and cast-iron veranda with glazed roof at ground floor level to front. 2 storeys with sash windows. 
Central entrance. Half round fanlight with glazing bars. 2 full height bay windows to either side of front door on ground 
floor on front facade. Above central entrance central hung sash window with 2 full height bay windows on either side 
all with glazing bars. 
 
Middle photograph - Left of main facade, original 2 storey section set back from main facade. Painted brick with first 
floor canted bay. Hung sash window with glazing bars. Replacement extension - far left 2 storey L shaped wing built 

https://hallowndp.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Historic-search-Hallow-Final120619.pdf
mailto:hazelkemshall@gmail.com


circa 2009. Attached to section left of main facade. Painted brick. Three windows to ground floor 2 on first floor. All 5 
windows with glazing bars. Ground floor middle the same as first floor left. All with brick sills. Solar panels installed on 
roof. 
 
Right photograph - Old rear section set back from main facade line. Ground floor modern veranda -type covering.  
Wooden double doors to former coach house and fruit room. Tall metal flue for wood-burning boiler. To far right, circa 
2009 painted L-shaped extension in modern brick replacing cottage, which had superseded two storey stable block 
with accommodation. Door to left, central window on first floor. Right return - door with adjacent window only. Left 
return – no windows. Left return - Far wall of property - 6 solar panels. 3 windows various sizes on ground floor, 1 
small window on first floor all 4 with brick sills plus one first floor wooden-fronted canted bay and one first floor 
modern sliding panelled window. Further solar panels are on the roof of the wooden outbuilding. 
 
Aerial view of the house in the late 1930’s 

 
 
 
 

 

FUTURE HOUSING SITE FOR HALLOW 

FOR HOUSING REQUIREMENT  2021-2040 

Following site assessments by AECOM, discussions with 

Malvern Hills District Council, 5 public events in the autumn 

of 2019, and the South Worcestershire Development Plan 

revision consultation on sites in the autumn of 2019, the 

following site has been agreed for Hallow’s Neighbourhood 

Development Plan, and for the revised SWDP.  The site is 

land off Greenhill Lane, and will form an extension to the current site opposite the Ladygo stores (see MAP 

on next page, site marked as phase 3 and outlined in RED).  The site will use the same access road as that 

now planned for the site opposite Ladygo, thus reducing the need for yet another access road off Main Road. 

The NDP Steering Group assisted by Hallow Parish Council (and Cllr Marson in particular), and assisted by 

our District Councillor Dean Clarke has presented robust evidence on our housing numbers since 2016, and 

in particular how many houses over our SWDP 2016 allocation we are (we all feel we are seeing too much 

building don’t we).  This evidence and consistent lobbying have reduced an initial allocation of houses for 

the period 2021 to 2040 from approximately 80 to 40.  We are not in a position to refuse any housing 



whatsoever, indeed as a Category 1 village we will always be high on the list for such allocations.  Our job 

locally is to provide robust evidence to manage numbers downwards, and a lot of volunteer time has gone 

into that, and to ensure that we always have an up to date Neighbourhood Development Plan, hence our 

target to come to completion by the close of 2020 if we can.  The site off Greenhill Lane will accommodate 

40 houses easily, leaving a piece of open land and breaking up the estate feel, and ensuring that there are 

distinct areas of housing, and sufficient green space.  The intention will be to leave hedging at rear and sides 

in place.  

The site extension off Greenhill Lane has also prevented Tinkers Coppice Farm being used for housing at this 

time.  Villagers will be aware that this is a large site, with the capacity for many more houses, and represents 

one of the last pieces of open land off Main Road, which some villagers enjoy.  However, the NDP is unlikely 

to be able to make Tinkers Coppice Farm a designated Green Space.  This is because national planning 

criterial for a green space have to be met and these criteria have been presented at public information events 

and in the Parish Magazine November 2019, and these are: 

Local Green Spaces can only be used where the green space is:  

“a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

b) demonstrably special to a local community 

c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.” 

(NPPF 2019, para 100) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8

10507/NPPF_Feb_2019_print_revised.pdf) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It cannot just be applied to spaces we personally like to look at, or that surround where we live.  As 

designation prevents development the evidence that the criteria have been met has to be robust, and where 

possible we have sought an independent assessment from AECOM, and our consultants Kirkwells. 

Landowners can object (and often do), and the spaces are also reviewed by MHDC and by the Independent 

Planning Examiner who will in due course examine our Neighbourhood Development Plan.  At present the 

whole of Tinkers Coppice Farm is deemed not to meet this criteria, particularly because of its extensive 

nature.  However, the Neighbourhood Development Plan offered for Regulation 14 consultation will present 

Tinkers Coppice Wood, and the ponds as Green spaces for further consultation. 

Hazel Kemshall, NDP lead, hazelkemshall@gmail.com   01905 641 632 

mailto:hazelkemshall@gmail.com


 



 
 
How test and trace helps fight the virus 

The NHS test and trace service will help to control the rate of reproduction (R), reduce the spread of the infection 
and save lives. By playing your part through the actions set out below, you will directly help to contain the virus by 
reducing its spread. This means that, thanks to your efforts, we will be able to go as far as it is safe to go in easing 
lockdown measures. 

You can help in the following ways: 

• if you develop symptoms, you must continue to follow the rules to self-isolate with other members of your 
household and order a test to find out if you have coronavirus 

• if you test positive for coronavirus, you must share information promptly about your recent contacts through the 
NHS test and trace service to help us alert other people who may need to self-isolate 

• if you have had close recent contact with someone who has coronavirus, you must self-isolate if the NHS test and 
trace service advises you to do so 

This specific guidance applies in England only. All 4 administrations are working closely together to have a consistent 
and joined-up approach to testing and tracing. 

How NHS test and trace service works 

Part 1: for someone with symptoms of coronavirus 

1. isolate: as soon as you experience coronavirus symptoms, medical advice is clear: you must self-isolate for at 
least 7 days. Anyone else in your household must self-isolate for 14 days from when you started having 
symptoms 

2. test: order a test immediately at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119 if you have no internet access 
3. results: if your test is positive, you must complete the remainder of your 7-day self-isolation. Anyone in your 

household must also complete self-isolation for 14 days from when you started having symptoms. If your test is 
negative, you and other household members no longer need to self-isolate 

4. share contacts: if you test positive for coronavirus, the NHS test and trace service will send you a text or email 
alert or call you with instructions of how to share details of people with whom you have had close, recent contact 
and places you have visited. It is important that you respond as soon as possible so that we can give appropriate 
advice to those who need it. You will be told to do this online via a secure website or you will be called by one of 
our contract tracers. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Part 2: if you are contacted by the NHS test and trace service because you have been in close contact with someone 

who has tested positive for coronavirus 

1. alert: you will be alerted by the NHS test and trace service if you have been in close contact with someone who 
has tested positive for coronavirus. The alert will usually come by text, email or phone call. You should then log 
on to the NHS test and trace website, which is normally the easiest way for you and the service to communicate 
with each other – but, if not, a trained call handler will talk you through what you must do. Under-18s will get a 
phone call and a parent or guardian will be asked to give permission for the call to continue 

2. isolate: you will be told to begin self-isolation for 14 days from your last contact with the person who has tested 
positive. It’s really important to do this even if you don’t feel unwell because, if you have been infected, you 
could become infectious to others at any point up to 14 days. Your household doesn’t need to self-isolate with 
you, if you do not have symptoms, but they must take extra care to follow the guidance on social distancing and 
handwashing and avoid contact with you at home 

3. test if needed: if you develop symptoms of coronavirus, other members of your household must self-isolate 
immediately at home for 14 days and you must book a test at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119 if you have no 
internet access. If your test is positive, you must continue to stay at home for at least 7 days and we will get in 
touch to ask about your contacts since they must self-isolate. If your test is negative, you must still complete your 
14-day self-isolation period because the virus may not be detectable yet - this is crucial to avoid unknowingly 
spreading the virus. 

People who develop symptoms of coronavirus 

When to self-isolate 

The medical advice is clear: you must self-isolate if you have coronavirus symptoms or live in the same household as 
somebody who does. The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

• high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your 
temperature) 

• new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 
hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or 
things smell or taste different to normal 

  
If you have one or more of these symptoms, you must self-isolate straight away for 7 days – or longer if you still have 
symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. 

If you live in the same household as someone with coronavirus symptoms, you must self-isolate straight away for 14 
days. 

How to order a test 

Please tell us about your symptoms as soon as possible and get a test to find out if you have coronavirus. Please tell 
us about your symptoms as soon as possible. The sooner you have a test, the sooner we can let you know if you and 
other members of your household must remain in self-isolation. 

Members of the public can order a test through the NHS website. 
 
When we contact you 
If the NHS test and trace service contacts you, the service will use text messages, email or phone. 
All texts or emails will ask you to sign into the NHS test and trace contact-tracing website. 
If NHS test and trace calls you by phone, the service will be using a single phone number: 0300 013 5000. 
All information you provide to the NHS test and trace service is held in strict confidence and will only be kept and 
used in line with the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
Contact tracers will: 
 
• call you from 0300 013 5000 
• send you text messages from ‘NHS’ 
• ask you to sign into the NHS test and trace contact-tracing website 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


• ask for your full name and date of birth to confirm your identity, and postcode to offer support while self-
isolating 

• ask about the coronavirus symptoms you have been experiencing 
• ask you to provide the name, telephone number and/or email address of anyone you have had close contact with 

in the 2 days prior to your symptoms starting 
• ask if anyone you have been in contact with is under 18 or lives outside of England 
 
Contact tracers will never: 
 
• ask you to dial a premium rate number to speak to us (for example, those starting 09 or 087) 
• ask you to make any form of payment or purchase a product or any kind 
• ask for any details about your bank account 
• ask for your social media identities or login details, or those of your contacts 
• ask you for any passwords or PINs, or ask you to set up any passwords or PINs over the phone 
• disclose any of your personal or medical information to your contacts 
• provide medical advice on the treatment of any potential coronavirus symptoms 
• ask you to download any software to your PC or ask you to hand over control of your PC, smartphone or tablet to 

anyone else 
• ask you to access any website that does not belong to the government or NHS 
 
We will ask you: 
• if you have family members or other household members living with you. In line with the medical advice they 

must remain in self-isolation for the rest of the 14-day period from when your symptoms began 
• if you have had any close contact with anyone other than members of your household. We are interested in in 

the 48 hours before you developed symptoms and the time since you developed symptoms. Close contact 
means: 
• having face-to-face contact with someone (less than 1 metre away) 
• spending more than 15 minutes within 2 metres of someone 
• travelling in a car or other small vehicle with someone (even on a short journey) or close to them on a plane 

• if you work in – or have recently visited – a setting with other people (for example, a GP surgery, a school or a 
workplace) 

 
We will ask you to provide, where possible, the names and contact details (for example, email address, telephone 
number) for the people you have had close contact with. As with your own details these will be held in strict 
confidence and will be kept and used only in line with data protection laws. 
 
How this information is used 
 
Based on the information you provide, we will assess whether we need to alert your contacts and ask them to self-
isolate. 
We may refer the case to local public health experts if your case is complex, for example, if you work in or have 
recently visited: 
 
• a health or care setting, such as a hospital or care home 
• a prison or other secure setting 
• a school for people with special needs 
• critical national infrastructure or areas vital for national security 

Local public health experts are Public Health England staff and teams employed by your local authority who work 
together with all parts of the local community to prevent or respond to local outbreaks. 

Source: gov.uk 

 

 

 



GRIMLEY GRAVEL PITS 

BIRD Watch 
May 2020 

April sadly we are still in the grips of that deadly virus coronavirus 19, it has 

changed from an epidemic to a pandemic and all the country has gone into 
lock-down with all of human and road transport decreased 10 fold, no more 
continuous whine or drone of vehicle pollution from close by motorway and city 
traffic, now the days have changed to idyllic peaceful haven what a 

transformation this has made to the country side. The clear 
melodious bird song of the dawn chorus distant bellowing 
of cattle grazing and bleating of the new born lambs and 
looking sky-ward the sound of the soft mewing of a lone 
Buzzard soaring on a high thermal. The month has been 
very testing due to he lock-down restricting the public’s 

movements. On the 1st the Black-tailed Godwit was still showing well also 2 
Oystercatcher, 2 Redshank and good numbers of Reed Bunting at the Camp 
lane pools. On the 5th a White Wagtail was recorded this bird 
is a sub-species of the common pied Wagtail and at the 
Church farm pools the first Reed Warbler was sighted and 
in the meadows a Wheatear was sighted. On the 6th an early 
spring Willow Warbler was recorded also 3 Redshank, and  
2 Oystercatcher were present, a new sighting for the year on 
the 7th a Common Sandpiper was viewed and the Black-tailed Godwit was still 
showing well. By the 14th the Mute Swan had been sitting on eggs for 5 days. 
The 15th saw the first Yellow Wagtail and at Top Barn on the (island pool) the 
pair of Oystercatcher appeared with 2 chicks, and on the 19th the most familiar 
call was heard to say the summer is here the call of the Cuckoo. The 20th recorded 
a single Dunlin at the Camp lane pools. Towards the end of the month the  Cetti’s 
Warblers have been very vocal at the Wild Goose nature reserve, a brilliant 
sighting of a Great-white Egret on the 22nd followed by a Swift on the 23rd and 
on the 24th 2 Little-ringed Plover and the sightings still keep coming 27th 
Whimbrel and Garganey and 2 Common Tern. And finally, on the last day 
of the month a Whitethroat was recorded at Wild Goose nature reserve. 
Recording a total of 120 different species. R.O.BLACKMORE  

 



 Sent to us by a friend in North America: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORCESTER FOOD BANK 

 

This is just to remind you that there is now a 

collection box for the Worcester Food Bank in the 

Vicarage Porch, so if you feel able to drop anything 

in, please do!  

And thank you to everyone who has donated 

already - it is much appreciated. 

Revd. Kalantha 
 

 



Trinity Sunday is the First Sunday after Pentecost  

Trinity Sunday celebrates the Christian doctrine of the Trinity, the three 
Persons of God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

The Christian doctrine of the Trinity holds that God is one God, but 
three coeternal consubstantial persons  or hypostases[3]—the Father, 
the Son (Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit—as "one God in three Divine 
persons".  

The three persons are distinct, yet are one "substance, essence or 
nature. In this context, a "nature" is what one is, whereas a "person" 
is who one is. 

While the developed doctrine of the Trinity is not explicit in the New 
Testament, the New Testament possesses a "triadic" understanding of 
God and contains a number of Trinitarian formulas. The doctrine of the 
Trinity was first formulated among the fathers of the Church as early 
Christians attempted to rationalize the relationship between Jesus and 
God in their scriptural documents and prior traditions.  

Reflection by early Christians on passages such as the Great 
Commission: "Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit" and Paul the Apostle's blessing: "The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all". 

“The Lord is our God, the Lord alone" has led theologians across history in attempting to articulate the relationship between 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Eventually, the diverse references to God, Jesus, and the Spirit found in the New Testament 
were brought together to form the doctrine of the Trinity—one God subsisting in three persons and one substance. The 
doctrine of the Trinity was used to oppose alternative views of how the three are related and to defend the church against 
charges of worshiping two or three gods.  

Prior Jewish theology held that the Spirit is merely the divine presence of God himself, whereas orthodox Christian theology 
holds that the Holy Spirit is a distinct person of God himself. This development begins early in the New Testament, as the 
Spirit of God receives much more emphasis and description comparably than it had in earlier Jewish writing. Whereas there 
are 75 references to the Spirit within the Old Testament and 35 identified in the non-biblical Dead Sea Scrolls, the New 
Testament, despite its significantly shorter length, mentions the Spirit 275 times. As the Arian controversy was dissipating, 
the debate moved from the deity of Jesus Christ to the equality of the Holy Spirit with the Father and Son.  

On one hand, the Pneumatomachi sect declared that the Holy Spirit was an inferior person to the Father and Son. On the 
other hand, the Cappadocian Fathers argued that the Holy Spirit was equal to the Father and Son in nature or substance. 

Devotion to the Trinity centred in the French monasteries at Tours and Aniane where Saint Benedict dedicated the abbey 
church to the Trinity in 872. Feast Days were not instituted until 1091 at Cluny and 1162 at Canterbury and papal resistance 
continued until 1331. 

 Islam considers Jesus to be a prophet, but not divine and God to be absolutely indivisible (a concept known as tawhid). 
Several verses of the Quran state that the doctrine of the Trinity is blasphemous. Judaism traditionally maintains a tradition 
of monotheism to the exclusion of the possibility of a Trinity. In Judaism, God is understood to be the absolute one, 
indivisible, and incomparable being who is the ultimate cause of all existence. The idea of God as a duality or trinity is 
heretical.  

 

June in History 

June 1st 1946 – Television Licenses were introduced for the first time. They cost 
£2.00 (about £72 today) but the license costs £157.50 

June 2nd 1953 – The Queen was Crowned at Westminster Abbey – a cold and wet 
day. 

June 3rd 1162 – Thomas a Becket was consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity#cite_note-Catholic_Encyclopedia-3


 

May 5th was a sad day indeed in Hallow.  
The village witnessed the final journey of Pete Foster who died on April 18th. 

Many neighbours, friends and members of Pete’s Church Family stood to watch the hearse leave his home 

in Oakleigh Heath in order to make its way to the churchyard where, due to current restrictions, only his 

immediate family were allowed to be. 

Revd. Kalantha led the procession on foot through the village in front of the hearse with his vintage tractor, 

driven by son Ian following behind along with the family in a car. 

It was an honour for all who witnessed the event and many people applauded as the cortege passed by. Pete 

was a man who liked quiet and most feel that he would have been content with the walking pace procession 

along with the fact that it is possibly as far back as the early 20th Century that a funeral cortege was escorted 

by the Vicar at walking place though the length of the village.  

Pete has been buried in the ground at the end of the churchyard furthest from the road – ground which he 

personally – along with Ian, prepared some years ago.  

Pete will be remembered fondly as a husband, father, brother, son-in-law, father-in-law, friend and faithful 

choir member for over 50 years. 

                                                                           ***************** 

Pete would have been touched and 

very humbled, as were we, by the 

amount of people who lined the village 

on Tuesday 5th May at 10:45 to say 

farewell to him and to support us, his 

family. 

We have received over 200 
cards/messages/phone calls and emails 
expressing sadness and thanks for all 
Pete did for them and meant to them.  
In addition, Ian, Kerry and I would like 
to thank everyone for the gifts of 
flowers, food, prayers, physical help, 

support and folder with memories of Pete which we will treasure. 
Although it is difficult to single out one person, we cannot close without thanking Kalantha our vicar for all 
she has done and for just being there for us throughout this awful period. Kalantha, we are so grateful you 
are a part of our community and lives.                                         
 

Julie, Ian and Kerry. 
 
 

 



PETER 

 

The beginning of outstanding service to the church in Hallow....... 

The Autumn of 1968 and a new family in church at the 9.30am service Harold and Mary Foster with their son 

Peter who was just 17years old, they sat behind me and this was the first time I heard him sing and what joy 

it brought. Within a couple of weeks Tom Gregg the organist had asked him to join the choir what was at that 

time an ailing choir of just 3 very loyal men. Girls were to join a couple of years later and there were some 

outstanding voices amongst them. The Children's Church formed a choir which sometime mid-seventies 

joined the main choir and I joined with them and had the pleasure of singing next to him for the best part of 

30 years. 

  

Peter was not just a singer he was a very talented carpenter and builder and those of us who have served as 

Church Warden know what a tower of strength he was when things needed doing whether it was fitting a light 

bulb at great height or re-tiling the lower roof of the church which he did completely all-round the church in 

1987 and Julie was often seen on the scaffold helping him. 

He was a much respected foreman for Spicers  the builders and trained many a new employee , it was the boss 

Mr Spicer himself who decided that the best person to train his grandson when he left school was Peter, his 

grandson was to learn the business from the 'grass roots' up. Pete inspired loyalty and it was well known on 

Spicers books that when an employee was asked which site they would like to work on Pete's was the favoured 

one but this loyalty was returned tenfold. When Spicers owner died, Pete travelled back from the Lake District 

to pay his respects. I wasn't until much later that the family heard this and wrote a lovely letter of appreciation 

to him, unexpected it meant a great deal to Pete, he never spoke of it but always kept the letter. 

 

There are very many of us in this parish and benefice who have benefited from his skills, help and support. 

We will not forget his humour or the nick names he labelled people with often irreverently but never spiteful. 

'It’s a cracker' was one of his sayings that I remember and seemed to fit all sorts of occasions! 

Peter the man, a loving husband and father who was much loved in return and he will be truly missed by us 

all. Rest in Peace dear friend. 

 

Freda  
 

Memorial 
Julie and family were deeply moved by the support given by everyone along the route to the Church. She has said 

that was a fitting service for Pete and that there will not be a further service in the Church when the lockdown is 

over.  There is a collection in memory of Pete. This will be used for a specific purpose and a fitting tribute in accord 

with Julie’s wishes. If you wish to contribute please send cheques payable to ‘PCC of Hallow’ to either Cath Thorpe or 

Brian Boswell. 

 

A CONUNDRUM 
I dreamt I was on the road to Heaven striding along not a care in the world, the sun shining, fluffy white clouds drifting 
in blue sky, lambs frolicking in the meadow, birds singing in the trees, glorious countryside as far as the eye could see. 
Rounding a bend, I came to a sudden halt – the road ahead divided into three. As I pondered which way to go, from 
behind a rock sprang the devil. 
“Now, you sinner, each of these three roads will lead you to either Heaven or Purgatory or Hell. You must decide which 
one to take, because there is no going back – so make up your mind!” 
Saying a silent prayer, I stepped forward towards the left-hand road, whereupon the devil, in one swift movement, 
shinned up a sign post and removed the cover, revealing that the middle road would lead me to Purgatory. 
Breathing a sigh of relief, I was again about to set off when the devil stopped me: “I’ll give you one last chance” he said. 
“You can change your mind and take the right-hand road instead – it’s your choice – left or right – Heaven or Hell”. 
Logically, what should I do for the best and why? 
 

Sent to us by Cliff Barker  
Solution in next month’s magazine  



HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHERE PHRASES THAT WE USE ACTUALLY COME FROM? 

Here may be a few explanations: 

HOLD A CANDLE TO 

This phrase originates from when apprentices were expected to hold the candle up, so their more 

experienced colleagues could see what they were doing. The phrase first appeared in print in Sir Edward 

Dering's “The fower cardinal-vertues of a Carmelite fryar, in 1641”. 

'Come up trumps' is a variant of 'turn up trumps', which has been used since the early 17th century. "Trump" 

is a corruption of triumph, which was the name of a popular card game during this period. 

A BIRD IN THE HAND IS WORTH TWO IN A BUSH 

White elephant 

White elephants were once considered highly sacred creatures 

in Thailand—the animal even graced the national flag until 

1917—but they were also wielded as a subtle form of 

punishment. According to legend, if an underling or rival angered 

a Siamese king, the royal might present the unfortunate man with 

the gift of a white elephant. While ostensibly a reward, the 

creatures were tremendously expensive to feed and house, and 

caring for one often drove the recipient into financial ruin. 

Whether any specific rulers actually bestowed such a passive-

aggressive gift is uncertain, but the term has since come to refer 

to any burdensome possession—pachyderm or otherwise. 

HAIR OF THE DOG THAT BIT YOU 

This term for a hangover cure is a medieval saying, originating from the belief that once bitten by a rabid dog, 

the victim would be cured by applying the same dog's hair to the wound. The first use of it being applied to 

drinking was in John Heywood's 1546 tome “A dialogue conteinyng the nomber in effect of all the prouerbes 

in the Englishe tongue”. 

PAINT THE TOWN RED 

This most likely owes its origin to one legendary night of drunkenness. In 1837 when the Marquis of 

Waterford—a known lush and mischief maker—led a group of friends on a night of drinking through the 

English town of Melton Mowbray. The bender culminated in vandalism after Waterford and his fellow revellers 

knocked over flowerpots, pulled knockers off of doors and broke the windows of some of the town’s buildings. 

To top it all off, the mob literally painted a tollgate, the doors of several homes and a swan statue with red 

paint. The marquis and his pranksters later compensated Melton for the damages, but their drunken 

escapade is likely the reason that “paint the town red” became shorthand for a wild night out. Still yet another 

theory suggests the phrase was actually born out of the brothels of the American West, and referred to men 

behaving as though their whole town were a red-light district. 

 

THE ACID TEST 

This term came from the California Gold Rush in the 19th century, when 

prospectors and dealers used acid to distinguish gold from base metal - if 

the metal dissolved in a mixture of hydrochloric acid and nitric acid, it was 

real. 

 

Andrea Unwin 



HOLT W.I. 

 
Just as a change to our normal entry, we thought we would share one of the ways in which we are keeping 

our WI going. 

 

 

News Sheet No 2  -  May 1st 2020 

 

 

President 

Been thinking about you all, hoping you are keeping well & being good in these unprecedented times. 

I have had a few problems over the past couple of weeks with my ankles and cannot weight bare on my right 

ankle due to pain and swelling. I have had to succumb to a Zimmer frame and stick to get around, causing a 

traffic jam in the hall! Laugh ye may!! All these things are sent to try us! 

Do take care and enjoy the sunshine.  Keep safe and carry on! Regards to you all. 

Secretary    Where has the last month gone?  No time to get bored as I have been helping with the Village 

Help Line. We have organised kind Volunteers to fetch shopping and collect prescriptions for villagers self- 

isolating. I have contacted people that are on their own to check they are ok. This is all done from home as 

we are self- isolating ourselves. It has been very rewarding to be able to help. 

Committee Members are catching up with members but feel free to contact others for a chat. 

My major achievement is that I have learnt to WhatsApp so I can now keep in touch with family and friends.  

I can even video them and see them all together. I have to put my slap on and do my hair beforehand though. 

I don`t want them to think I am a slut! 

Another achievement was helping my Granddaughter in Hertfordshire do her Biology revision for an exam. 

I know nothing about `A` level Biology but I now know about Chromosomes and DNA. This was done over 

Facetime for an hour. 

I have enjoyed being at home. It almost makes me feel guilty with everything that is going on in the world,  

Treasurer 

The past few weeks have given me "food for thought"; maybe I shall become a personal shopper. It can be 

quite interesting to see what others buy......being asked to buy cherries, unfortunately not the glace cherries 

purchased, but fresh were required, now where's the Babycham!   

But, the funniest by far, was the request for flour, now we all know of the shortage I'm sure, so I was 

delighted to find a bag of self-raising, organic as well!  The bag of shopping duly left for my wonderful 

friend at the designated spot, I later received a text thanking me for the shopping, and specifically the 

orgasmic flour which they'd never tried before - well I did have a chuckle!! 

 

 



Member 1 

As the early adjustment has given way to a longer haul, it has seemed harder to be positive about a 

productive use of this enforced time at home. In the first flush of excitement, I spring-cleaned the whole 

house, much to the dismay of some entrenched spiders and much to the delight of a whole new army, who 

are moving in the colonise the newly polished backs of wardrobes and side-boards. I feel less enthusiastic 

about evacuating them.  

So, for my next cleaning project, I am going to remove, count and dust every book, on every shelf, in the 

house.  For those who have visited my house, you will know that this will be accomplished if the lock-down 

stays until Christmas!  It is also a wonderful excuse to get side-tracked into reading something one had 

forgotten was on the shelves.  

I continue to teach my American grandchildren online.  Their schools have now been ordered by the State to 

actually teach online, which is great, and Amazon (not always worthy of praise) has donated 8,500 lap-tops 

to the poorest families, to make this happen.  On the negative side, we have been working on assignments 

covering baseball, the lost colony of Roanoke and the Iditerod race. I had to discover all sorts of new things 

in my hasty research.  

Thanks to the weather, we see plenty of our immediate neighbours, at 10 feet distance and have got into 

some interesting conversations with walkers on the Severn Way, having apologised for leaping off the path 

as if they have the plague.  It all seems so very anti-social. Phone calls have been plentiful and the 

WhatsApp group for the Holt Book Club is active! A reminder to all who would like to join in, or just read 

the books and our comments, please e-mail me and I will try to link you in. In May, we are embarking on 

David Attenborough’s Life on Air, in June The Muse by Jessie Burton and in July Call of the Wild by Jack 

London. 

Member 2 

She was having trouble with a fox burying left over pheasants in the front garden, so her birthday card had 

to look like this! The message read “Is this the culprit?”

 

Member 3 

Hi all, it was great to see you at book club !!! 

WI news here goes…I was in the kitchen when I heard voices in the conservatory…naughty Alfie had got 

my mobile telephone and was chewing the case but he also must have turned it on and the programme on 

Facebook was: How to train your dog!!!!    How weird was that!! 



 Member 4 

 

Exciting news from my garden.  I have been blessed by visits from 

a hedgehog who I have christened Spike.  I have seen him / her 

briefly once, but I put some cat food out which disappears, 

hopefully not eaten by a visiting cat!   

I hope you are all keeping safe and enjoying our Spring weather.  

 

Member 5 

Still able to take Peri for her morning walk. 

My main time has been taken raising accounts for grocery deliveries from Sainsburys, Tesco and Morrisons 

and obtaining slots. Sainsburys has proven to be the best. You order one thing on line and you don’t know 

what you might receive. I ordered a bag of potatoes on one occasion and received a small tin of potatoes. I 

am also ordering for two of my neighbours so now have plenty of cash. 

Things are however gradually improving so I can now concentrate on some painting for our U3A class and 

perhaps try to finish a jumper I started last year. 

Member 6 

Not much to report.  Have been in the garden a lot checking on the pond, as we have had several visits from 

the heron.  All the goldfish are missing, only the black ones are left. 

Have had a smart phone for the first time and am trying to learn how to use all the different things.  Keep 

well and safe, everyone. 

Member 7 

 



 

Coronavirus in other places………………………….. This is another article written by someone outside our area 
explaining what the current situation means for them. This time – Toronto, Canada 

 
This was sent by my friends the McGregors who visited Hallow in the summer 
of 2018 and whom I took into Hallow, Grimley and Holt Churches as well as 
Great Witley. Sandy and Joan are pictured outside the door at Great Witley 
Church – they couldn’t believe how large the door is! 
Both had careers at U of T (as they call it) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were just reading a column by Margaret Macmillan (a University of Toronto 

historian who was recently Warden of St Anthony's College at Oxford). She noted that she's in her seventies, but hadn't 

felt old until the government determined she was liable to their "seclusion" precautions. As fellow members of the 

newly declared 'elderly', we're doing fine at this end. The population for the most part remains in a state of home 

isolation; but not apparently with the same rigour that you're seeing.  

Outdoor exercise (I.e. walks) is now seemingly encouraged - as long as appropriate social distancing is observed of 

course! So, excursions down the street are interspersed with sudden diversions onto lawns or streets. All very well 

now, with vehicle traffic down to eerie lows, but a potentially dangerous learned reflex when the cars reappear! 

Anyway, Mother Nature seems to be in support of the sequestering. "Spring", such as it has been, does not really 

encourage the celebration of the great out-of-doors! But the advent of sustained decent weather will no doubt 

challenge already fraying social discipline. 

Canada has actually done not too badly in all this - certainly in comparison to our neighbour to the south. Ontario and 

Quebec have tended to be the "hot spots" (if not in weather terms); but even the GTA (Greater Toronto Area) with a 

population of 5m+ has (thus far) seen only about 500 deaths - Canada as a whole about 4700 with most of those, sadly, 

in long-term care facilities. The country's federal system seems to have worked fairly effectively (good national 

coordination, and rather well-behaved provincial premiers).  

We have been in touch with our Winnipeg families; and things seem to be on the mend there. Gradually coming out 

of the lock-down - with golf courses now re-opened to Joan's brother's great relief.  

The schools (and universities/colleges) have been closed now for about seven weeks, and will probably not be 

reopening this academic year (which ends in June).  Our daughter Emily and her husband - both work at the U of  T are 

now operating from home, in addition to riding herd on the two grandchildren (7 and almost 5). In theory, school work 

is being conveyed electronically from the teachers-in-exile; but this is not really the age group that can apply itself in 

any sustained way to "distance learning".  They can get some limited outdoor time - on their bikes and in the yard. But 

no contact with friends or use of playgrounds and parks. They're doing not too badly (more or less understanding 

what's happening and ready to abide by the distancing rules. And at least they have the capacity to read!) The most 

searing tales have to do with parents having to work from home and at the same time deal with younger children who 

neither understand what's going on nor have any real capacity for independent activity. And then there's those with 

adolescents! So, although Emily and Tyler are starting to look a bit battle-worn, they have to count their comparative 

blessings (not always a major consolation they find!) 

Of course, things like a three-month absence of barbers is starting to make its effect felt. Our Skype conversations with 

the boys (we're not allowed direct contact as yet) show a pair that are starting to look like participants in a casting call 

for Lord of the Flies. But with everyone else starting to look increasingly - medieval? - no one is particularly self-

conscious.  

Sandy and Joan McGregor 
 



HALLOW WI 

Hello again – hope this finds you all well and enjoying the lockdown – especially good when the weather is 

warm and sunny and we can get into our gardens but it has been pretty cool the last few days so back indoors 

to potter, eat and generally do nothing in particular! 

Not sure how many people managed to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day but where I live, we were 

reminded with a note from a neighbour posted through the door – so we set to, invited everyone from our 

cul-de-sac and proceeded to bake cakes, scones and biscuits and set up on my joint shared driveway. It was 

brilliant – we all sat the recommended distance from each other, the sun shone, we had cups of tea and 

cakes, lots of people brought their own ‘tea’ in cans and bottles and we met people we had only seen in 

passing and were able to establish names and exactly which house they lived in, how long etc. It must have 

been a good afternoon as we sat until gone 9pm chatting and eventually sampling a lot of strange liqueurs, 

home-made and shop bought! 

Today I’m feeling quite proud of myself for having set up Zoom on my computer and firstly hosting a quick 

meeting with two others (not altogether successful as we could all hear each other but one person could not 

be seen). However, the next day, which would have been our Resolutions Meeting, with a bit of guidance 

from one of our ladies familiar with Zoom, I hosted a ‘meeting’ for seven of us. We didn’t really discuss 

anything much to do with WI but had a fabulous chat, and could see the results of our home haircuts 

(sometimes husbands wielding the scissors!), we showed each other all the things we had been making 

including me – a protective mask made from a sock, and we heard about Heather’s new calves and Wendy’s 

news of a new baby – not hers of course!! It was a lovely 40 minutes with lots of giggles and I am going to 

do it every Thursday at midday for anyone who wants to join. 

Just a quick update on Dorothy Capper – she has survived Covid-19 and is back in her room in her Care Home, 

Latimer Court, however she has been very, very ill and is still quite confused but if you want to write to her 

please do – she loves to get letters. 

Looks like lockdown could become the norm for quite some time to come and no idea of when we can get 

back to any sort of normality or meetings, or even just getting together for a coffee, so with the wonder of 

the Internet we can communicate – how would we have coped with this Pandemic some 50 or more years 

ago? 

As Mr Johnson tells us now, Stay Alert! But try to avoid Mr Trump’s advice to inject with disinfectant!! 

Jeanette Riddex, President 

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE – THURSDAYS AT MIDDAY – ON ZOOM! 

 

Also available in Junior size (up to age 11) 

Adult masks £3.00, Junior £2.50 

Assorted colours including white 

 

To order contact the Magazine Editor on hallowpm@btinternet.com  

or telephone 641188 

                                                              or text 07973 395 961 

 
 
 

mailto:hallowpm@btinternet.com


My Mask 
 

I’ m covering my nose and mouth, so droplets can’t escape, 
I’m making it myself with sheets, and cut- up lengths of tape. 
Except I was, but then it seemed  a shame to cut the sheet, 
I found a different answer, tailor-made and quite discrete . 

 
I have a drawer that’s full of  bras, as any woman might, 
They all look different ,so I chose  the one which was too tight,  
the cutting -up was easy, but it didn’t go as planned, 
it wouldn’t stay up on my nose  with one elastic band. 
 
I dumped that one and picked another bra to snip and change, 
I thought I would diversify and make a varied range, 
I thought I’d make myself a  mask for each day of the week, 
And thin or thick depending if I’d  really want to speak. 

 
A plain old cotton white one just for answering the door, 
A lacy one for Tescos, and I’m sure I’ll need some more, 
(I’d make them for the NHS, but then, it’s out of place 
to offer them my cut-up bras to wear up on their face.) 
 
I spent a lovely morning with the bras and pinking shears, 
the more I cut, the more I thought up brand new mask-
ideas. 

I might have got a bit too keen, It doesn’t seem quite fair 
I have about a hundred masks ,but no more underwear. 
 

By Christine Ashby 

 
 

19TH CENTURY RECIPES AND REMEDIES 
 

The Worcestershire Archives has a collection from the Berington family of Little Malvern Court. The collection 
is so large that it has its own separate catalogue. Amongst the items in it is a handwritten mid-19th century 
notebook, containing a mixture of recipes, remedies and household hints. Here are just a few, the spelling is 
as written in the notebook :- 
 
Very good little Cakes from Mrs Day 
Half a pound of flour well dried, a quarter of a pound of butter, a quarter of a pound of powdered sugar, the 
yolk of an egg with two table spoons full of water, all well stirred together role it to the thickness of a shilling, 
cut it with a wine glass, then put it on a tin, and with a feather glaze each cake with the white of the egg & 
sugar well beat together – bake them of a light brown. 
 
To make Ginger Beer ** 
Take an ounce and a half of ginger well bruised and an ounce of cream of tartar, and a pound of lump sugar 
put all into an earthen vessel and pour on them a gallon of boiling water when cold add a tablespoonful of 
yeast, and let stand until next morning then skim it well and bottle it cork it well with good sound corks, which 
must be secured with wire or twine keep it in a cool place and in three days it will be fit for use. 

 
For a Cough (Miss Campbell) 
Boil a lemon for twenty minutes, till it is quite soft then squeeze its beat it up with one spoonful of sweet oil, 
two spoonfuls of rum & two dessert spoonfuls of honey, to be taken when the cough is troublesome. 

 
Julienne Soup 
3 Carrots, 1 parsnip, 3 turnips, 1 large onion 4 leeks, 2 heads of Celery. All to be cut very small. Put half a 
pound of butter in a stewpan, and when it is very hot, throw in the vegetables and let them remain stewing 



gently for two hours, often stirring to prevent burning add a handful of chopped sorrel, in small portion at a 
time. Boil half a pint of split peas, or rather more green peas if you can get them until they are soft enough to 
pulp through a sieve. Then add their pulp with the vegetables to as much water or thin gravy as will make the 
whole of a proper consistency. 
 
To make Gingerbread 
Take one pound of flour, half a pound of Butter each rolled in the flour, one ounce of Ginger in powder, and 
half a pound of moist sugar well mixed together then put as much treacle as will make it to a paste, and role 
it out, then cut it to any shape you like. 
 
Turks Caps 
Three eggs, one table spoonful flour, as much cream or milk as will make a thin batter, sugar and nutmeg 
baked in tins about the size of small jam pots which are to be only half filled to leave room for rising, served 
up with a thin melted butter sauce with a little white wine. 
 
For Rheumatism 
A table spoonful of powdered ginger dissolved in either milk or water, and taken twice a day. 
 
**The Ginger Beer recipe may bring back memories!  A friend told me:- 

“We used to have a 'plant' in a Kilner jar maturing on the kitchen windowsill too, being fed every day with 

ginger and a bit of sugar. It was very refreshing. And when it got too big, you had to divide it and give half 

away and restart the culture by adding more ginger and sugar and yeast. By the end of the summer there 

was NOBODY you could give the extra half to! They had all had enough by then! 

 She also told me that she hated dividing the plant because it looked for all the 

world like a baby's nappy (filled). “You had to put the mixture through the sieve, then turn the remaining 

solid onto a tea towel and then divide it half and put both halves into separate Kilner jars and then start 

feeding it/ them again”. 

 
Researched by Jacquie Hartwright – Hallow History Group 

  

 

No one went to Church today 

The virus - it might harm us. 

We all joined in with Songs of Praise 

In nighties and pyjamas. 

   Dennis of Holt 

 

June in History 

June 15th 1215 – King John met barons on the banks of the Thames at Runnymede 

and signed the Magna Carta, thus removing total authority from the monarchy 

forever. 

June 16th 1779 – Spain declared war on Britain and the siege of Gibraltar began 

June 17th 1579 – Francis Drake dropped anchor off the south west coast of 

America and proclaimed England’s sovereignty over New Albion (now California) 

June 18th 1815 – The Duke of Wellington defeated Napoleon  

at the Battle of Waterloo. 

 



Physical and Digital  
 

On the morning that I’m writing this (24 May), I read earlier that It was on this day in 1738, that John Wesley’s 
‘heart was strangely warmed’ at a church meeting in Aldersgate, London. It is no exaggeration to say that 
this was the spark that lit ten thousand fires, the moment that launched a movement for profound 
transformation in society.  
 

Wesley would ride hundreds of thousands of miles preaching the gospel*. 
Methodism was about to be born. The working classes were going to be trained 
to read and to lead without the need for institutional ordination. Churches 
would soon proliferate in homes and eventually in humble chapels. Some 
historians argue that, unlike France at the same time, England avoided a bloody 
revolution because of Wesley’s work transforming the predicament of the poor.  
 
As you will see from a poster elsewhere in this magazine, the churches in this 
Benefice are now meeting every week online! I wonder what John Wesley would 
make of that! I strongly suspect he’d say, ‘Marvelous, go for it!’, or words to that 
effect. It’s really been very encouraging to see how many people have been 
watching the services on YouTube e.g. 245 ‘hits’ on Easter Day.  
 

It’s not only within the context of church that the new found possibilities of digital technology are being used 
to great effect, but school governance meetings are also being conducted very efficiently and productively 
online. Many reading this will also be discovering new skills and working online for the first time. It’s at this 
point that my children would laugh at me and accuse me of being old and getting too excited about 
something which for them is very normal.  
 
I think I conclude that the ‘new normal’ for us all will be both physical and digital. Obviously, there is nothing 
quite like being in the same physical space as someone else and I did find myself thinking wistfully this last 
week about sauntering to The Crown for a chat with a mate beneath the wooden beams over a pint of ale 
or similar. Those days will return and I can’t wait! Many are also pining to meet with their families and social 
groups, whatever form they might take. At the same time, I give thanks for modern technology and all that 
it makes possible. I guess there is still a responsibility on us, though, as village folk, to still keep an eye open 
for those who are not online and rely on the phone for contacting others when they can’t go out. The phone 
numbers of the Helpline in Holt and also the HVCG members who are available to chat are still in the shops.  
 
There’s one thing for sure that hasn’t changed since 1738 - we all still appreciate having our hearts 
warmed! 
 

Paul Wilcox 
Chapel House 
Hallow PCC 
 

*According to folklore, Chapel House was built where it is because Wesley used to 
stop and preach from his horse on this spot during his travels in Worcestershire. I’ve 
certainly read in his journals (which are now online) that he used to ride from 
Worcester to Ombersley so it’s perfectly conceivable that this could have happened!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



A poem about 2020 & COVID-19 (a father reading to his son at bed-time) 
You can view on youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nw5KQMXDiM4  or read most of it here: 
 
It was a world of waste and wonder, of poverty and plenty 
Back before we understood “Why hind sights 2020” 
You see the people came up with companies to trade across the lands 
But they swelled and got much bigger than we ever could have planned. 
We always had our wants but now it got so quick, 
You could have anything you dreamed of in a day and with a click. 
 
We noticed families had stopped talking, that’s not to say they never spoke,   
But the meaning must have melted, and the work/life balance broke. 
The children’s eyes grew squarer and every toddler had a ‘phone. 
They filtered out the imperfections, but amidst the noise they felt alone. 
 
Every day the skies grew thicker ‘til you couldn’t see the stars 
So, we flew in planes to find them, while down below we filled our cars. 
We’d drive all day around in circles, we’d forgotten how to run 
We swapped the grass for tarmac, shrunk the parks, ‘til there were none. 

 
We filled the sea with plastic, because our waste was never capped, 
Until each day when you went fishing, you’d pull them out already 
wrapped. 
And while we drank, and smoked, and gambled, our leaders taught us 
why 
It’s best to not upset the lobbies, more convenient to die. 
 
 

But then in 2020 a new virus came our way,  
The governments reacted and told us all to hide away. 
But while we all were hidden, amidst the fear and all the while 
The people dusted off their instincts, they remembered how to smile. 
They started clapping to say ‘thank you’, and called up their mums, 
And while the car keys gathered dust, they would look forward to their 
runs. 
 
With the skies less full of voyagers, the earth began to breathe 
And the beaches bore new wild life that scuttled off into the seas. 
Some people started dancing, some were singing, some were baking 
We’d grown so used to bad news, but some good news was in the making. 

 
So, when we found the cure and were allowed to go outside, 
We all preferred the world we’d found, to the one we’d left 
behind. 
Old habits became extinct and they made way for the new,  
And every simple act of simple kindness was now given its due. 
But why did it take a virus to bring people back together? 
Well sometimes you’ve got to get sick, before you start feeling 
better. 
 
 

 
 
Now lie down and dream of tomorrow, and all the things that we can do 
And who knows, if you dream hard enough, maybe some of them will come true. 
We now call it The Great Realisation, and yes, since then there have been many 
But that’s the story of how it started and ‘Why hind sight’s 2020’. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nw5KQMXDiM4


WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO? 

 

We are now into the fifth week of lockdown. At the start we called it self-isolation and some 

people talked about ‘boredom’ as if it was an impending disaster for the nation.   

 

Boredom?  Were you bored? Was I bored?  Nah!  

There was too much to do to allow boredom to creep in. 

 

First of all, I polished up my vacuum cleaning skills. My housekeeper says that I have done so well I 

can have the job on a permanent basis and there is no need for this furlough business. This didn’t 

take up all my spare time. I got plenty of exercise outdoors in the fresh Hallow air. This came about 

when the Head Gardener allowed me to remove some unwanted weeds from the borders - and 

she let me use her hoe!  Of course, this was in addition to my regular hobby of cutting the grass. 

 

I also spent some time indoors tidying my office/studio. That’s what I call it although the Manager 

usually refers to it as my pigsty. This is an unfair misnomer. I can assure you there has never been a 

pig in there (to the best of my knowledge). 

 

However, this tidying operation involved the examination and disposal   of some very old 

photographs and sketch books. A labour of love because (in the main) I was looking at pictures of 

past holidays many of which were spent along the Mediterranean Sea. In the process I was 

reminded (if I needed reminding) that there are many beautiful and interesting places much 

nearer home. Unfortunately (?) this could be seen as a waste of time; to date I have thrown out 

zilch! 

 

One of our favourite holiday venues in the UK was Hayling Island in Hampshire. This simple sketch  

recalls the view we saw as we left the mainland to drive over the waters of Langstone Harbour  

and on to  Hayling Island. It depicts Langstone Mill    and The Royal Oak. The mill is not a mill now; it 

is a classy residence. The pub is still                                    

 
a friendly pub. It was here, long ago, I first tasted Coronation Chicken. Delicious and such a sweet 

memory. I seem to remember that the beer was very good too!!     

 
                                         Maurice Whitehouse 

 

 
June in History 
June 6th 1944 – The Normandy Invasion began – D- Day – 1 million Allied troops began to liberate Western Europe 
from German occupation. 
June 9th 1820 – Charles Dickens died of a stroke at his home in Kent His sudden death was blamed on his punishing 
work schedule which included tours in the UK and America. 
June 13th 1944 – the first “doodle-bug” bomb fell on London.  
June 14th 1645 – Oliver Cromwell defeated the Royalist at the Battle of Naseby, Northamptonshire. 



Normandy Landings – June 6th 1944 – the beginning of the end of WW2 – 

D.DAY 

The Normandy landings took place on Tuesday, 6th June 1944. 
The Allied invasion of Normandy was known as Operation 
Overlord. Codenamed Operation Neptune – it  often referred to 
as D-Day, it was the largest seaborne invasion in history. The 
operation began the liberation of German-occupied France (and 
later western Europe) and laid the foundations of the Allied 
victory on the Western Front. 

Planning for the operation began in 1943. In the months leading 
up to the invasion, the Allies conducted a substantial military 
deception, codenamed Operation Bodyguard, to mislead the 
Germans as to the date and location of the main Allied landings. 
The weather on D-Day was far from ideal, and the operation had 
to be delayed 24 hours; a further postponement would have 
meant a delay of at least two weeks, as the invasion planners had 

requirements for the phase of the moon, the tides, and the time of day that meant only a few days each month were 
deemed suitable. Hitler placed Field Marshal Erwin Rommel in command of German forces and of developing 
fortifications along the Atlantic Wall in anticipation of an Allied invasion. 

The amphibious landings were preceded by extensive aerial and naval bombardment and an airborne assault—
the landing of 24,000 American, British, and Canadian airborne troops shortly after midnight. 
Allied infantry and armoured divisions began landing on the coast of France at 06:30.  

The target 50-mile (80 km) stretch of the Normandy coast was divided into five sectors (beaches) 
: Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, and Sword.  

Strong winds blew the landing craft east of their intended positions, particularly at Utah and Omaha. The men landed 
under heavy fire from gun emplacements overlooking the beaches, and the shore was mined and covered with 
obstacles such as wooden stakes, metal tripods and barbed wire, making the work of the beach-clearing teams difficult 
and dangerous. Casualties were heaviest at Omaha, with its high cliffs. At Gold, Juno, and Sword, several fortified 
towns were cleared in house-to-house fighting, and two major gun emplacements at Gold were disabled using 
specialised tanks. 

The Allies failed to achieve any of their goals on the first day.  and the town of Caen, a major objective, was not 
captured until 21st July. Only two of the beaches (Juno and Gold) were linked on the first day, and all 
five beachheads were not connected until 12th June; however, the operation gained a foothold that the Allies gradually 
expanded over the coming months. German casualties on D-Day have been estimated at 4,000 to 9,000 men. Allied 
casualties were documented for at least 10,000, with 4,414 confirmed dead. Museums, memorials, and war 
cemeteries in the area now host many visitors each year. 

 

June in History 

June 19th 1917 – The Royal Family renounced their German names and titles and adopted the name of Windsor. This 

was done in the midst of WW1. 

June 20th 1756 – In India, over 140 British Soldiers were imprisoned in a cell 5.4. x 4.2m. Only 

23 came out alive. It became known as the black hole of Calcutta. 

June 25th 1797 – Lord Nelson was wounded during a battle with the French which resulted 

 in his arm being amputated. He had lost the sight of his right eye some three years earlier. 

June 28th 1838 – Crowded lined the streets of London to see Queen Victoria on her way to 

Westminster Abbey for her coronation. 

June 30th 1894 – Tower Bridge was officially opened by the then Prince of Wales.  

After the ceremony, the bascules were opened and a flotilla of ships sailed down the Thames. 

 
 



 
 
Hallow Parish Hall 100 Club 
 
May Winners 2020 
 
1st Prize:  Mr.  A. Green              £50 
 
2nd Prize: Mrs. R. Powell              £25 
 
3rdPrize:  Mrs.  C. Newport          £10 
Mrs.  J.  Hardwicke        £10 

 
Thank you for your support 
& 
Stay Safe 

 

Holt Parish Council Helpline 

Our sincere thanks to all the Helpline Helpers 
who have kept dozens of Holts most 
vulnerable residents supplied with shopping, 
prescriptions and advice during this difficult 
time.   
THANK YOU 

Stay safe 

Dennis Pugh 

 



LETTER TO MY LOCKED-DOWN SELF. 

 
 
Hello Me! I’m in the future, looking I’m  back to see 
How sensible and calm you were when you could not be free. 
It’s over now, you made it. and you’re glad you did it right 
I know if you cried a little bit and couldn’t sleep at night. 

 
Your family can visit you, and you can visit them, 
And hugs and kisses, sitting close are what we do again. 
You wanted things to change, a sort of total life re-set,  
You’ve done it, it’s continual, and isn’t finished yet. 
 
You soon forgot the boredom once you got to see your friends, 
Six weeks that felt like years, we couldn’t know when it would end. 
The news was  grim, but now it’s good, and going to get much better, 
I’m looking to the future as I write this lockdown letter. 
 

Pretending I am there already, give myself some hope, 
to look above the parapet, to make sure I can cope. 
Aiming for the positive, but being realistic, 
Rejecting panic headlines and remaining optimistic 
 

Some days are hard, it feels so grim, it’s hard to 
smile and talk. 
Don’t want to join in anything or go out for a walk. 
I’m tired of endless jolly jokes and British Bulldog 
breed, 
I want it to be over, but I know, "more haste less speed." 
 
So out here in the future is just where I’m going to be, 

Imagining I’m home by choice, and I’m already free. 
I’ll put this letter in a box, and read it in a year. 
And pray to God that I am not still stuck in, sitting here. 
  

By Christine Ashby 

 
 
Coronavirus in other places………………………….. This is an article written by someone outside our area explaining 
what the current situation means for them. This time – an update from Costa Rica 

 
Editor Anne has asked me for an update on the current 
COVID 19 situation and my life in Costa Rica. This caused me 
to reflect on my life here which, due to the current world 
crisis has been more isolated than I’d have liked. We all 
know the saying “ the grass is greener...”and whilst the 
jungle, is extremely beautiful and green and the weather 
either dry or wet in extremes, there is a downside which 
was highlighted to me yesterday in bucketloads. I rent a 

jungle property a few hundred feet overlooking a small community and river. 
I went to read my book out on the balcony lounger and saw hundreds of 

minute ants swarming at the base. I went to put on my wellington boots (as one does), turned the lounger over and 
the hundreds became thousands - it was an ants’ nest. I had to deal with it immediately as they began to spread out 
towards the house. I won’t go into detail but they are there no longer. Just sitting down with the book again and the 
heavens opened. Thunder and lightning hurled itself through the valley. I heard a massive bang and saw a puppy had 
got itself stuck on the roof of the house below mine. It was slipping all over the roof and obviously scared so with boots 



on (again) and long purple plastic Mac I got myself in a position where I could coax it down. Talk about raining cats 
and dogs! 

Back to the house, the sky was now black and not a page of my book was read. I closed all the windows to keep the 
bugs out and settled down to watch TV. I hadn’t long been on the sofa when I saw something move out of the corner 
of my eye. I got up to take a look and I have to say my heart stopped. It was something I personally had not encountered 
before whilst alone and most certainly not in a house. It was a rather large scorpion with its pincers extended and in 
my direction. I went to put my boots on for the third time that day, took a video of it in case something happened to 
me and video-phoned a friend in Guatemala to seek advice. He looked alarmed when I showed him and simply said 
“kill him-it’s you or him”. Not exactly what I wanted to hear but gave me something to think about. When I got back 
to the scorpion’s last location it had disappeared which seemed infinitely worse than being able to see it. I gingerly 
removed all coverings from settee and chair and there it was on the floor seemingly regarding me with suspicion. By 
now I had armed myself with a frying pan; a large knife; a cockroach spray killer and with support from Guatemala on 
videophone I was trying to pluck up the courage to do the deed. Perspiration was pouring down my face and I was 
visibly and literally shaking in my boots. Despite my armoury I could not bring myself to use any of the weapons before 
me. I made a decision, raced into my bedroom got my left flip -flop and.......I would like to say that no scorpion was 
harmed but... 
So, Costa Rican life has certainly got its challenges many of them a plus but there are also minuses to take into 
consideration. The days are wonderful but the nights can be difficult indeed. However, that all said it is a wonderful 
country with friendly welcoming people and a great sense of community which the world so badly needs. 

Last month I wrote about the virus and the strict Government COVID 19 guidelines 
and sanctions- many of which are still in place. Dominical is one of the few beaches 
that have opened up to the public but mainly to cater for the dog walkers and 
surfers- from 5am to 8am Monday to Friday only. Chaos has been caused because 
although designated beaches have opened for the limited time the car-parking 
areas haven’t and therefore the one main road is more treacherous than it was 
before. Restaurants are open at 50% capacity and one customer is allowed in the 
hairdressers here at any one given time. Curfews are still in place but now from 
10pm to 5am. The river below my house remains “closed” to people who tend to 
use it as a beach and there are regular police patrols and roadblocks with vehicle 
number plates being removed by the authorities with gay abandon. 

I went out for lunch to a restaurant this week for the 
first time in a couple of months and felt like a naughty 
schoolgirl - guilty almost. It certainly lifted my spirits 

and that of the staff too I think as many had spent the last month or so unemployed. The 
borders are very firmly closed and patrolled as Nicaraguans trying to flee the rampant 
virus, attempt to enter Costa Rica. As I write Costa Rica , with a population of just under 
five million, approaches it’s one thousandth COVID case and its tenth death. Strict controls 
and social distancing have to date, been successful in keeping the numbers down. Long 
may it continue.  

Every 90 days, a tourist visa has to be renewed and mine expired on May 6th however the 
Government here have extended all visas until August 17th. Good in one way but a 
reflection of further hard times ahead I suspect - especially for those Costa Ricans involved 
in the tourist industry and in particular for the people of my village in Dominical. 

The local charities are still doing amazing work in distributing weekly food parcels to those in need and I contribute 
when I am able. 

 So, as I watch Alan the Agouti chomp his way through my food 
leftovers and Freddie the parakeet nibbling at my ear, the birds sing 
loudly throughout the valley as the sun slowly sets .I do have to pinch 
myself as to how lucky I am to be here ( albeit there was very nearly a 
sting in the tale). 

Take care everyone.  

Helen Evans 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 



  

A QUIZ FOR ANYONE WHO’D LIKE A WALK AROUND GRIMLEY CHURCHYARD 
DURING “LOCKDOWN” 

1 Who was a “Brave and Beautiful Man”? 

2 Whose memorials are shaped like open books? 

3 What is the name of the man who is described as being ‘and of the Sudan’ on the double grave’s Celtic Cross 
next to the fence? 

4 When did R.L. Smith of the Royal Devon Yeomanry Artillery fall? 

5 When did Charlotte Hodder die? (tall stone next to the main path) 

6 When was the lamp erected? 

7 Who is the bench in front of the church dedicated to? 

8 Where was the Colonel (whose grave is gable topped) living when he died in 1896? 

9 On which side of the church will you find a gargoyle? 

10 Which local family does the large tomb near the gate belong? 

11 In which year did Major General Samuel Garmston R.M. pass away? 

12 What did the building just outside the main gate used to be?  
answers in the next magazine 

 
 

BIBLE READINGS JUNE 2020 

Monday 1st  1 Samuel 2 v 1 - 10 Mark 3 v 31 – end  

Tuesday 2nd Joshua 2 Luke 9 v 28 – 36  

Wednesday 3rd  Joshua 3 Luke 9 v 37 – 50  
Thursday 4th  Joshua 4 v 1 – 5.1 Luke 9 v 51 – end  
Friday 5th  Joshua 5 v 2 - end Luke 10 v 1 – 16  
Saturday 6th  Joshua 6 v 1 - 20 Luke 10 v 17 – 24  

Sunday 8th  Exodus 3 v 1- 6, 13 - 15 John 17 v 1 – 11 Trinity Sunday 
Monday 8th  Joshua 7 v 1 - 15 Luke 10 v 25 – 37  
Tuesday 9th  Joshua 7 v 16 - end Luke 10 v 38 – end  
Wednesday 10th Joshua 8 v 1 - 29 Luke 11 v 1 – 13  
Thursday 11th  Jeremiah 9 v 23 - 24 Acts 4 v 32 – end Corpus Christi 
Friday 12th  Joshua 9 v 3 - 26 Luke 11 v 29 – 36  
Saturday 13th  Joshua 24 v 29 - end Luke 11 v 37 – end  

Sunday 14th Deuteronomy 10 v 12 – 11.1 Acts 23 v 12 – end 1st Sunday after Trinity 
Monday 15th Joshua 14 Luke 12 v 1 – 12  
Tuesday 16th Joshua 21 v 43 – 22.8 Luke 12 v 13 – 21  
Wednesday 17th Joshua 22 v 9 - end Luke 12 v 22 – 31  
Thursday 18th Joshua 23 Luke 12 v 32 – 40  
Friday 19th Joshua 24 v 1 - 28 Luke 12 v 41 – 48  
Saturday  20th Joshua 24 v 29 - end Luke 12 v 49 – end  

Sunday 21st Deuteronomy 11 v 1 - 15 Acts 27 v 1 - 12 2nd Sunday after Trinity 
Monday 22nd Judges 2 Luke 13 v 1 – 9  
Tuesday 23rd Judges 4 v 1 - 23 Luke 13 v 10 – 21  
Wednesday 24th Ecclesiasticus 48 v 1 - 10 Luke 3 v 1 – 17  
Thursday 25th Judges 6 v 1 - 24 Luke 14 v 1 – 11  
Friday 26th Judges 6 v 25 - end Luke 14 v 12 – 24  
Saturday 27th  Judges 7 Luke 14 v 25 – end  

Sunday 28th  Deuteronomy 15 v 1 - 11 Acts 27 [13-32] 33- end 3rd Sunday after Trinity 
Monday 29th Isaiah 49 v 1 - 6 John 21 v 15 – 22  
Tuesday 30th Judges 9 v 1 - 21 Luke 15 v 11 - end  

 
 

 



June 1215 – Magna Carta - the origin of many British Laws  

  

 

Magna Carta Libertatum (Medieval Latin for "Great Charter of Freedoms") is a charter of rights agreed to by King 
John at Runnymede, near Windsor, on 15th June 1215.  First drafted by the Archbishop of Canterbury to make peace 
between the unpopular king and a group of rebel barons, it promised the protection of church rights, protection for 
the barons from illegal imprisonment, access to swift justice, and limitations on feudal payments to the Crown (a 
combination of legal, economic, military and cultural customs)  to be implemented through a council of 25 barons.  

Magna Carta originated as an unsuccessful attempt to achieve peace between royalist and rebel factions  as part of 
the events leading to the outbreak of the First Barons' War. England was ruled by John - the third of the Angevin kings. 
Although the kingdom had a robust administrative system, the nature of government under the Angevin monarchs 
was ill-defined and uncertain. John and his predecessors had ruled using the principle of vis et voluntas, or "force and 
will", taking executive and sometimes arbitrary decisions, often justified on the basis that a king was above the 
law. Many contemporary writers believed that monarchs should rule in accordance with the custom and the law, with 
the counsel of the leading members of the realm, but there was no model for what should happen if a king refused to 
do so.  

John had lost most of his ancestral lands in France to Philip II in 1204 and had struggled to regain them for many years, 
raising extensive taxes on the barons to accumulate money to fight a war which ended in expensive failure in 1214. 
Following the defeat of his allies at the Battle of Bouvines, John had to sue for peace and pay compensation. John was 
already personally unpopular with many of the barons, many of whom owed money to the Crown, and little trust 
existed between the two sides.  

The rebels took an oath that they would "stand fast for the liberty of the church and the realm", and demanded that 
the King confirm the Charter of Liberties that had been declared by Henry I in the previous century, and which was 
perceived by the barons to protect their rights. The rebel leadership was unimpressive by the standards of the time, 
even disreputable, but were united by their hatred of John.  

John held a council in London in January 1215 to discuss potential reforms, and sponsored discussions 
in Oxford between his agents and the rebels during the spring. Both sides appealed to Pope Innocent III for assistance 
in the dispute. During the negotiations, the rebellious barons produced an initial document, which drew on Henry I's 



Charter of Liberties for much of its language; seven articles from that document later appeared in the "Articles of the 
Barons" and the subsequent charter.  

John met the rebel leaders at Runnymede, a water-meadow on the south bank of the Thames, on June 10th  1215. 
Runnymede was a traditional place for assemblies, but it was also located on neutral ground between the royal fortress 
of Windsor Castle and the rebel base at Staines, and offered both sides the security of a rendezvous where they were 
unlikely to find themselves at a military disadvantage. Here the rebels presented John with their draft demands for 
reform, the 'Articles of the Barons'. Stephen Langton's pragmatic efforts at mediation over the next ten days turned 
these incomplete demands into a charter capturing the proposed peace agreement; a few years later, this agreement 
was renamed Magna Carta, meaning "Great Charter". By 15th June, general agreement had been made on a text, and 
on 19th June, the rebels renewed their oaths of loyalty to John and copies of the charter were formally issued. 

Magna Carta continues to have a powerful iconic status in British society, being cited by politicians and lawyers in 
support of constitutional positions. Its perceived guarantee of trial by jury and other civil liberties, for example, led 
to Tony Benn's reference to the debate in 2008 over whether to increase the maximum time terrorism suspects could 
be held without charge from 28 to 42 days as "the day Magna Carta was repealed". Although rarely invoked in court 
in the modern era, in 2012 the Occupy London protestors attempted to use Magna Carta in resisting their eviction 
from St. Paul's Churchyard. In his judgment the Master of the Rolls gave this short shrift, noting somewhat drily that 
although Clause 29 was considered by many the foundation of the rule of law in England, he did not consider it directly 
relevant to the case, and that the two other surviving clauses ironically concerned the rights of the Church and the 
City of London and could not help the defendants.  

 

King John's personal life greatly affected his reign which began in 1199 following the death of Richard I. Contemporary 
chroniclers state that John was sinfully lustful and lacking in piety It was common for kings and nobles of the period to 
keep mistresses, but chroniclers complained that John's mistresses were married noblewomen, which was considered 
unacceptable. John had at least five children with mistresses during his first marriage, and two of those mistresses are 
known to have been noblewomen. John's behaviour after his second marriage is less clear, however. None of his 
known illegitimate children were born after he remarried, and there is no actual documentary proof of adultery after 
that point, although John certainly had female friends amongst the court throughout the period. The specific 
accusations made against John during the baronial revolts are now generally considered to have been invented for the 
purposes of justifying the revolt; nonetheless, most of John's contemporaries seem to have held a poor opinion of his 
sexual behaviour.  

John became ill with dysentery whilst travelling in what is now East Anglia. His illness grew worse and by the time he 
reached Newark Castle, Nottinghamshire, he was unable to travel any farther; he died on the night of 18/19 October 
1216. Numerous – probably fictitious – accounts circulated soon after his death that he had been killed by poisoned 
ale, poisoned plums or a "surfeit of peaches". His body was escorted south by a company of mercenaries and he was 
buried in Worcester Cathedral in front of the altar of St Wulstan. A new sarcophagus with an effigy was made for him 
in 1232, in which his remains now rest.  

It is said that he had expressed a wish to be buried at Worcester simply because he liked it here! 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recycling issues 

 

 

We are starting to see used tissues and disposable gloves, masks etc appear in the recycling we are collecting from 

households. 

Please do not put these items in with your recycling. It creates an infection risk for the workers at the sorting facility. It 

may also mean we are unable to recycle whole loads of recycling. 

You can help by getting your recycling right. Read the list of items you can and cannot put into your household 

recycling. 

If you or someone in your household has symptoms of coronavirus then you should put used tissues and disposable 

cleaning cloths in rubbish bags. Then put the bag into a second bag and tie it securely. Store it for three days before 

putting it in your black bin. 

If on a sack collection, follow the same process and store bags separately from bags of standard household waste for 

three days. They can then be put out for collection together on your usual collection day. 

You can dispose of other household waste as normal. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE1NzE5NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LndvcmNlc3RlcnNoaXJlLmdvdi51ay9pbmZvLzIwNzA3L2tlcmJzaWRlX3JlY3ljbGluZ19zZXJ2aWNlcyJ9.laCopiqdRRBSR7gwnjY_qZmufkLTzZmmnXMelZKdP-Q/br/78709617903-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE1NzE5NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LndvcmNlc3RlcnNoaXJlLmdvdi51ay9pbmZvLzIwNzA3L2tlcmJzaWRlX3JlY3ljbGluZ19zZXJ2aWNlcyJ9.laCopiqdRRBSR7gwnjY_qZmufkLTzZmmnXMelZKdP-Q/br/78709617903-l


Covid-19 Memory Bank Project 

The Covid-19 outbreak is undoubtedly a significant moment in human history. We are keen to capture information 

about what happened locally to inform future generations. That is why we have launched the Covid-19 Memory Bank. 

You are encouraged to send in messages of goodwill you have received from neighbours, rainbow pictures you have 

drawn in support of key workers, messages of thanks you have left for key workers or received, diary entries you may 

have made during lockdown, video blogs, photographs, video footage, poems, songs or artwork. 

The subject can be anything from how you felt during this time to the way the community pulled together, the weekly 

clap for our carers event, response of key workers on the frontline and the challenges or joys of home schooling. 

If you have lost a loved one to this virus, you are also invited to submit a photograph and/or tribute to them. 

The information received will be used in a future art project or exhibition and then handed over to the archive at The 

Hive or locally for preservation. 

You can find out more about the project and upload any contributions you may have 

at www.malvernhills.gov.uk/community/covid-19-memory-bank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE1NzE5NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5tYWx2ZXJuaGlsbHMuZ292LnVrL2NvbW11bml0eS9jb3ZpZC0xOS1tZW1vcnktYmFuayJ9.0crE4n2FKyVoXT_SLz1uNLy5clqkTUOAOYgVM9uNNu8/br/78709617903-l


District News  

by Dean Clarke 
Hallow & Grimley District Councillor 

Any concerns or suggestions… 

640850 or deanrclarke@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missing 

What am I missing ? Seeing and hugging the 

grandkids.  Meeting you at the many events and clubs 

etc  which occur throughout the year… but we  have 

toured the area on our bikes so we have met up with 

a few of you. A pint of proper ale in a pub  ( not just 

the Camp but especially there!)… and the general 

gossip that goes with it.  Don’t forget, I am still here to 

help. 

Enjoying 

My morning walk along the Severn and meeting old 

(and now new) friends while doing so. The sense of  

timeless relaxation, there now  seems to be time to 

do everything and no rush to do so.  Catching up with 

repairing, renovating  and decorating the house. 

Parents and children riding bikes. The bird song. I did 

enjoy the lack of noise from road traffic but… 

Ice Cream…social distancing? 

This usually fantastic Spring (weather wise) has been 

a torment for all ice-cream men…me included!.  

Generally when the sun shines in the morning I am up 

early straining at the leash ready to go and meet old 

friends ( otherwise known as customers) and to make 

a bit towards our next holiday.  

But after 45 years it has been a no brainer for Pat and 

myself to decide to keep our vans under wraps and 

our customers safe.  There is far too much contact 

with and between customers, especially children. We 

can’t see it as legal or moral under present 

circumstances to sell. The sooner we get the  ‘R’ 

number down to near zero the better. 

 

Footpaths… 

 I think we have walked most of the Hallow foot paths 

recently. They seem to have become very busy  and 

I certainly meet and chat, at a safe distance,  

regularly with others on my  morning walk. If you too 

are out walking the footpaths, then please observe 

the country side code: shut gates that were shut and 

leave gates that were open ( the farmer may have left 

them open deliberately for livestock.) The  link to  

County Council site that shows foot paths is 

https://gis.worcestershire.gov.uk/website/Countrysid

e/   I hope the riverside paths have some work done 

on them soon, if not I can see part of my walk 

becoming a swim  

Beware… politics below 

It’s good to clap, but already we seem to have news from government circles saying that we are going to have to 

pay for today’s additional expenditure by clamping down on public sector pay increases… does that mean the 

nurses and doctors pay or that of the bin men who have kept working throughout  this emergency. Can’t we come 

out of these strange times determined on a fairer society rewarding all of our essential workers with a proper living 

wage? Do the bankers and property developers still need those vast bonuses? As for repaying government debt, 

isn’t most of that owed to ourselves (it’s funny money financing.) Lets not allow those with plenty to impose more 

misery on the low waged. Each day ministers try to encourage us with repetitive words, making promises that seem 

not to be kept…. Or as I read recently: ‘But government war talk is an altogether different matter. The more I hear 

Conservative MPs applaud and fawn over NHS staff, the more I think back to the footage from 2017 of those same 

MPs in the Commons cheering as they voted down a proper pay rise for nurses. Ellwood was among them, 

alongside Rishi Sunak, Dominic Raab, Matt Hancock and Boris Johnson.’ 

At District Council, we have had two meetings. At Full Council, which I chaired, we appointed our new Chief 

Executive, Mr Vic Allison, who comes well recommended and  who moves up from the Deputy position at Wychaven. 

Northern Area planning was more relaxed for me, though working remotely meant that we took an hour and a half to 

turn a application down. 

Stay Safe: I honestly don’t know what the  government ‘s new phrase Stay Alert is meant to mean… how can you 

be alert to something you cannot sense  or even see that may be carried by those who show no sign of doing so…. 

I’m sticking to KEEPING MY DISTANCE to KEEP US BOTH SAFE , something that maybe be hard for infants and 

younger children or indeed some workers to do as they are encouraged  back to school or work. Let’s hope that 

the government has not rushed forward to where angels fear to tread. 

Keep Safe 

Don’t forget 

The Two metres 

mailto:deanrclarke@gmail.com
https://gis.worcestershire.gov.uk/website/Countryside/
https://gis.worcestershire.gov.uk/website/Countryside/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/mps-who-voted-against-full-21866381


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


